
Table 62. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by age: United States, 1996
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic condition
All

ages

Under 45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Total
Under

18 years
18–44
years Total

65–74
years

75 years
and over

Selected skin
and musculoskeletal conditions Number of chronic conditions in thousands

Arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,638 5,545 136 5,409 12,759 15,335 8,339 6,996
Gout, including gouty arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,487 320 – 320 1,190 977 584 393
Intervertebral disc disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,700 2,344 69 2,275 3,334 1,022 703 320
Bone spur or tendinitis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . 2,934 1,181 – 1,181 1,233 520 269 251
Disorders of bone or cartilage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,730 368 34 334 532 831 287 543
Trouble with bunions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,360 801 96 704 862 698 390 307
Bursitis, unclassified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,006 1,465 55 1,410 2,334 1,207 792 415
Sebaceous skin cyst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,190 648 32 616 481 62 62 –
Trouble with acne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,952 4,711 1,743 2,968 241 – – –
Psoriasis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,940 1,362 228 1,134 1,102 475 300 176
Dermatitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,249 5,426 2,175 3,251 2,023 799 490 309
Trouble with dry (itching) skin, unclassified . . . . . . 6,627 3,540 903 2,636 1,535 1,552 691 861
Trouble with ingrown nails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,807 3,184 374 2,810 1,426 1,197 626 571
Trouble with corns and calluses . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,778 1,485 80 1,404 1,351 942 499 443

Impairments

Visual impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,280 3,040 448 2,592 2,567 2,674 1,281 1,393
Color blindness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,811 1,358 283 1,075 855 598 380 219
Cataracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,022 333 33 299 1,240 5,449 2,796 2,653
Glaucoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,595 214 – 214 546 1,835 859 977
Hearing impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,044 5,420 897 4,522 6,987 9,638 4,697 4,941
Tinnitus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,866 1,914 186 1,728 3,167 2,785 1,767 1,018
Speech impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,720 1,999 1,160 839 349 372 184 188
Absence of extremities (excludes tips of fingers or
toes only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,285 363 70 293 305 617 395 223

Paralysis of extremities, complete or partial . . . . . . 2,138 824 274 550 715 599 228 371
Deformity or orthopedic impairment . . . . . . . . . . . 29,499 15,046 1,830 13,216 9,447 5,007 3,222 1,784

Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,905 9,258 552 8,705 5,465 2,182 1,473 709
Upper extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,170 1,626 189 1,438 1,562 981 717 264
Lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,696 6,008 1,339 4,669 4,383 2,305 1,433 872

Selected digestive conditions

Ulcer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,709 1,366 96 1,270 1,386 957 680 277
Hernia of abdominal cavity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,470 1,288 122 1,166 1,644 1,539 705 834
Gastritis or duodenitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,729 1,679 218 1,461 1,173 877 626 251
Frequent indigestion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,420 3,119 238 2,882 2,238 1,063 710 353
Enteritis or colitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,686 864 119 745 529 293 154 140
Spastic colon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,083 897 48 849 730 455 311 145
Diverticula of intestines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,529 263 – 263 935 1,331 663 668
Frequent constipation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,149 1,293 380 913 783 1,073 439 634

See footnotes and notes at end of table.
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Table 62. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by age: United States, 1996—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic condition
All

ages

Under 45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Total
Under

18 years
18–44
years Total

65–74
years

75 years
and over

Selected conditions of the
genitourinary, nervous, endocrine, metabolic,

and blood and blood-forming systems Number of chronic conditions in thousands

Goiter or other disorders of the thyroid . . . . . . . . . 4,598 1,476 71 1,405 1,594 1,528 925 603
Diabetes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,627 1,359 89 1,270 3,091 3,178 1,811 1,367
Anemias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,457 2,157 359 1,798 569 731 253 479
Epilepsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,335 829 351 478 308 198 99 99
Migraine headache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,546 7,560 1,084 6,477 3,079 906 527 380
Neuralgia or neuritis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . . 353 45 15 30 129 178 47 131
Kidney trouble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,553 1,440 168 1,272 678 435 253 182
Bladder disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,139 1,454 239 1,215 832 853 367 486
Diseases of prostate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,803 241 – 241 780 1,781 899 882
Diseases of female genital organs . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,420 2,857 242 2,615 1,099 464 304 161

Selected circulatory conditions

Rheumatic fever with or without heart disease . . . . 1,759 828 83 745 553 378 144 234
Heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,653 5,934 1,688 4,246 6,184 8,535 4,384 4,151

Ischemic heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,672 453 – 453 2,743 4,476 2,411 2,065
Heart rhythm disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,716 4,358 1,217 3,140 2,164 2,195 1,218 977

Tachycardia or rapid heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,310 687 – 687 642 980 571 410
Heart murmurs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,783 3,222 1,188 2,034 937 624 393 231
Other and unspecified heart rhythm disorders . . 1,624 449 29 420 584 591 255 336

Other selected diseases of heart, excluding
hypertension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,265 1,123 471 653 1,278 1,864 755 1,110

High blood pressure (hypertension) . . . . . . . . . . . 28,314 5,391 36 5,355 11,376 11,547 6,553 4,994
Cerebrovascular disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,999 251 29 221 682 2,067 739 1,328
Hardening of the arteries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,556 – – – 354 1,202 522 680
Varicose veins of lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . 7,399 2,397 – 2,397 2,488 2,514 1,362 1,152
Hemorrhoids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,531 3,735 20 3,716 2,850 1,945 1,339 607

Selected respiratory conditions

Chronic bronchitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,150 8,991 4,087 4,904 3,142 2,017 1,118 899
Asthma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,596 10,570 4,429 6,141 2,581 1,445 804 641
Hay fever or allergic rhinitis without asthma . . . . . . 23,721 15,999 4,190 11,809 5,572 2,150 1,139 1,011
Chronic sinusitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,161 20,187 4,559 15,628 9,253 3,721 2,337 1,383
Deviated nasal septum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,985 990 122 868 796 198 59 139
Chronic disease of tonsils or adenoids . . . . . . . . . 2,513 2,328 1,444 885 159 26 26 –
Emphysema . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,821 90 – 90 701 1,030 595 435

– Quantity zero.

NOTES: The standard errors and relative standard errors (RSE’s) can be computed by using parameter set V of table II and the formula presented in rule 1 of appendix I. An estimate of 3.6 million has
a 10-percent RSE; of 892,000, a 20-percent RSE; and of 397,000, a 30-percent RSE.
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